general state satisfactory; no traces of syphilis discoverable either on the skin, in the pharynx, or nares. The patient was put on a course of tonics; the tumours to be rubbed with an ioduretted ointment.?Sept. and October. Tumours slightly diminished in size; two on the foot and right leg have opened spontaneously and continue to discharge?the former a serous yellow fluid in small quantity, the latter grayish dusky-coloured pus in much greater abundance, gradually changing to a blackish tint, and mingled with shreds of gangrenous cellular tissue.?November. The patient is still without fever and has a good appetite, but has lost flesh considerably.?December. He About ten years ago, M. G. was consulted regarding the health of a child afflicted with rickets, having a pigeon-breast and a dorsal curvature. The child had constant fever, acute pain in the precordial region, with great impulsive action of the heart, laborious breathing, sleepless nights, constant reclination upon the left side, constant diarrhoea, and irritability of the stomach. It had been in this state some time, and was gradually sinking. The oil of the liver of the ray (Raia paslinaca) was administered in the dose of half a teaspoonful morning and evening, and gradually increased to half a lablespoonful. The fever rapidly diminished, the precordial pains disappeared, the diarrhoea ceased, and in less than a month, the little patient was walking about. The remedy was continued for several months, and at the present time, nothing remains but a slight narrowing of the chest, and a trifling projection of the head forwards, the result of the dorsal curvature.
Case ii. A child four years old, had an enlarged head, red and swollen countenance, large abdomen, thin and feeble extremities, especially the inferior. The oil was given in the same doses, and in two months the infant walked; the abdomen assumed its usual normal size, and the enlargement of the head was the only remaining trace of the disease.
Case in. A little girl, ten years of age, had been suffering for three years from a scrofulous enlargement of the left elbow, for which all the usual remedies had been unsuccessfully administered. The integuments were white and shining, the joint was completely anchylosed at right angles, there were acute pains, and for the last twelvemonth, a large fungous ulcer occupied the surface. There was considerable emaciation, violent pains in the abdomen, constipation, and loss of appetite. Local emollient baths were ordered, and ferruginous preparations given internally without success. The oil was administered in the usual doses, and after a month, the general health was reestablished, the pains in the joint had ceased, the swelling was less, and the ulcer had contracted and lost its unhealthy appearance.
In two months the patient could move the elbow with facility, the joint had almost regained its normal size, and nothing remained of the former disease but a slight swelling and a want of power to perform perfect extension.
The fish is taken in the summer, and the oil is extracted only from the liver, which is sold at Antwerp. With respect to the symptoms of this disease, it commences with all the manifest signs of disordered digestion, pain, and weight in the epigastrium and right hypochondrium, occasional vomiting, and entire loss of appetite. At a later period, there are prominence and tension of the hypochondrium, the pain being increased by pressure, but often relieved by the abstraction of blood. The skin becomes pale yellow, but has the hue rather of that which is seen in organic disease of the stomach, than of common jaundice. As the disease advances, the colour of the skin increases in intensity, and the greatest emaciation takes place; but if the disease be not complicated, dropsy never occurs, though the emaciation is extreme.
It continues for from four to fifteen months, till at the last, difficulty of breathing and great weakness supervene, and the patient dies gradually exhausted.
The most important diagnostic is the great emaciation without dropsy ; for in hypertrophy, cirrhosis, and all other chronic diseases of the liver, the latter always occurs, both in the form of ascites and of anasarca. The pain relieved by bleeding is also an important sign, being more rarely and less distinctly observed in hypertrophy or cirrhosis.
As yet no remedy is known for this affection; and the immediate cause of the accumulation of fat is equally uncertain. It affects persons of upwards of thirtyfive years of age, and both sexes equally.
Rust's Magazin fiir die gesammte Heilkunde. 1839.
On the Medical Use of Alum, in Diseases of the Heart. By Dr. Schlesier.
In this short paper, Dr. Schlesier calls attention to the great benefit derived from the internal use of alum in dyspepsia, and also and especially in dilatation of the heart. He quotes the case of a girl, aged 10, whose heart was so much dilated, that her case had been considered hopeless; but whom lie succeeded in curing by 
